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Wsewhere

CKNTft

2 POLICEMEN IN

BOAT VANISH IN

RIVER MYSTERY

Hell Gate Swirl Believed to

Hare Swallowed Tiny

Gasolene Launch.

VICTIMS ON WAY TO

RECOVER DEAD MAN

John Lober, 32, and De

Forrest Fredenberg, 53,

Sought by Comrades.

Ea.it Ttlvcr has squared accounts with
It men of the police harbor squad. For
Ik first time In their lone flcht with
d blue coated guards of the river, tho
swirling;, treacherous waters below Hell
dale have had their revenge for the
thousand lives of which they have been
cheated by the patrolmen's vigilance.
Two men wero tho penalty demanded and

All day yesterday and through the
alght men of Harbor Stations A, B and
C used grappling hooka In the waters at
tat foot of East Seventy-eight- h street
far the two bodies of their comrades,
kaW by the revengeful river aa prize.

And all day yesterday three children
la a little home at SOt West ltlth street
wondered why their very wonderful, big
iluecoated daddy did not como home,

And even stranger than that, why did
their mamma hug them so close and kiss
them and cry when they asked about
aim?

A little before on Saturday eve-al-ag

soma ona had telephoned Harbor
Station B it tho foot of lUth street
that the body of nn unidentified man
had been taken out of the river at
Cast SIxtv-secon- d street Immediately
Policemen John Lober. 32 years old.
and De Forrest Fredenberg, 63 years
eld. an honor roll man. were ordered to
take police launch ISO. d, proceea 10
Sixty-seco- street and from there tak
Iha hodv to tho Morgue, at East Twenty
lxth street. Iber was pilot of the

eight liorse-pow- gasolene police boat
sad Fredenberg tho engineer.

Men Mysteriously Disappear.
It was about 6 :1S when the little

Usnch slipped away from the floating
station that Ince February X has been
divorced from .Its old home on Randall's
Island and been anchored at the foot
of the New York Central bridge so that
at night Its .searchlights might .play on
(ha irreat steel tilers.

A few minutes later the boat docked
it the home station on Handalks Island
and from Officer Lumburd, In charge of
the police storerooms, the crew received
their ntjht lights, mere was no nurry
and for r time tho thrco old friends
chatted Rbout the murky, uncertain
night and how ions It would be before
(he river would begin Us spring cara-p!g- n

of giving up Its dead garnered
durtrx the long winter months. All were
river men and knew the water's moods
and tricks nnrt loved them and feared
them nnrl now talked of them.

It was dark when the two men climbed
iboard ami Officer Lumbard cast off the
lines and shouted n good night. The
liver waa nlmcfct free from boats at that
time of nlKlit. with the busy week ended
As fur as he could sen her th station
keeper watched tlio lights of the little
lioat a the fought her way down stream
against a roaring, swirling flood tide
running at fully eleven mllea an hour.

Hears Cry for Mat.
Off the foot of East Baventy-elght- h

street was tied the Lackawanna barge
No. 512. Capt. Nicholas Tonetl and hla
wife had just finished their supper ana
were standing In the doorway of their
cabin when the police boat chugged by
within fifty feet. It waa dirk, but Oapt
Tonetl could see dearly the outline of
the launch and even the little square
wen police Hag flying nt her stern. As
fir tlii police have been able to And
he wus tho last ninn who saw the little
craft r.r.o.U.

At this point In the west channel there
is a strong ebb close to tho Manhattan
side that runs counter to the tide. In
order to get tho advantage of this ebb
Jber at the helm hugged the west
shore, passing close to the long, heavy
targe. In ten seconds he had swept by
the pair standing silhouetted In the
doorway and slipped Into the darkness.

Between eight and ten minute had
passed when Capt. Tonetl'a wife,

that she heard a cry for help
from the direction of the river, ran to
the door and threw It open. Then the
cry came clearly a desperate, hopeleaa
call from upstream and less than a hun-
dred feet away. And being a woman of
the river she knew what It waa the
final appeal of a drowning man a heart
rending cry In the dark without hope of
rescue.

Others heard the call and rushed to
(he wharf. And then the cry ceased.
There was nothing to bo done except
to notify the police and await the time
when the waters glvs up their dead.

Proof That Boat Foandere4.
Ordinarily Policemen Lober and Fre-

denberg should have been back at their
home nation around 10 o'clock. When
they did not return at midnight the
officers became alarmed and started an
Investigation. Then early yesterday
morning l'ol Iceman Ilotli picked up a life
preserver In the river off Nlnety-flr- st

street ana the men who know the eaulp.
hunt of tho lost police boat recognised
It aa one that the launch had carried.
An hour or two later a part of the hatch
anfl combing around the cabin were
iun'i, unit then tho officers were cer
tln the little boat and hr "crew" of
two had been taken at lust by lha river,

Hhuitly after noon yesterday word
came fiom Ktnttn Island that Andrew!', a boatman living In Stapleton, had
Picked up a part nf the top of the cabin
with tho green police Hag still attached

nd on the flag waa the number S.
The theory of the river police of Har-i- r

Stations A, H and C who gathered
nt Seventy-eight- h street and dragged the
nvcr was that the police launch had col-HJ- d

with a larger boat possibly n scow
toned by a tugboat and had been swept
under the overhanging prow and sunk,
l.oh,r, tho youthful pilot, had been able.
It wak figured, to eacape from the wheel
home long enough to flounder, yell and
drown, but tho elderly Fredenberg,
caught In the engine room, had gone
down with tho craft.

f
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CHRIST1ANIA, NORWAY

Smy$ "It'a
Newt f Ml When TmU f

Cermmh-Mexica- n Plot.

CH aim AMI A, via. London. March 11.
Count von Bernstorft on arriving here
on board tha ateamshlp Frederik VIII.
told the Associated Press that ho was
Ignorant of the political developments of
the last four weeks and waa not in a
position therefor to make any com-
ment ugardlrw them. When the

learned of the disclosure, of
Germany's effort to make an alliance
with Mexico ha expressed hla surprise
and added i "It la newn to me."

The Count waa told of President Wil
son's progress toward tho arming of
merchantmen, but ha made no comment,
although seeming eager to hear of the
latest developments on both aides of the
Atlantic

Count von Bernstorff spent Saturday
In Chrlstlanla sightseeing and mooting
German oiriclals.

INDIANA TORNADO

KILLS 22; HURTS 200

300 Houses Wrecked at New

castle by Five Minute
Blank

A tornado swept over central east,
era ladlaaa late yesterday afternoon,
kllllag .more thaa a score of persons at
IteweaiUe and two children la Wayae
eotnty,

The total nsmber of Injured will
ran over too, some of whom are prob-

ably fatally hart. The damage will
total more than 91,000,000 at Xewea-ti- e

and teTeral thousand dollars In

Wayne county.
A tornado alio straek Hyde Vara, a

aburb of Cincinnati, kllllag three and
Inlarlnc a score of persons. One man

vwas killed at Brookvllle, Ohio.

Newcastle, Ind.. March 11. More
than twenty persons were killed nml
150 wero Injured, some probably fatally.
In the tornado which wrecked more than
S00 homes In this city this afternoon.
The damage was roughly estimated to- -

nlghtf at 11,000,000, but may exceea mat
figure.

The storm swept over me city m a
southeasterly direction, demolishing
practically everything in a pain aimosi
two blocks wide and- - more than ten
blocks long. For several hourn tho city
was entirely cut off from communica-
tion. Appeals for help wero sent out
by Mayor Watklna and Oov. Goodrich
was asked to send troop to police the
dty, which Is in darkness
owing to tip demolition of the. power
house.

The exact number of dead may not ue
known for a day or two, us practically
all tho bodies thus far found have been
dug out of the wreckago of their home.
The search was hampered by darkness,
but with ths coming of daylight It Is
believed that several more bodies will
be found.

Early the list of Identified
dead totals ten, and there were seven
other bodlea In the morguo. It was
said several more bodies had been found
In various sections of the wrecked dis-
trict and taken Into residences not dam-
aged by the storm.

The greatest destruction was In the
factory district on the south side.

Although the skies had been threaten-
ing during the early afternoon, theie
was Utile warning of the npproarhlng
tornado. A huge funnel shaped rloud
suddenly appeared In the west, hanging
low ami sweeping toward the city with
lightning-lik- e tpeed. The tornado lasted
only about five minutes. The rain
which followed stopped in a few min-
utes.

3 DEAD IN CINCINNATI.

Kosr Others Probably Fatally Ia- -
jared ky Staraa.

Cincinnati, March 11. Three percons
are known to have lost their lives, four
others are probably fatally Injured, and
a score or more leas seriously hurt as
the result of a tornado which wrecked
about thirty houses In the rexldcntlal
district of Hyde Park, In the eastern
section of thU city, at 7 :2f o'clock to
night.

It Is believed there may be other per
sons burled In the ruins, and late to
night police and firemen were stIU at
work searching for posslblo victims.

FREAK OF TORNADO.

It Carrlea Man 100 Feet and Drops
Htm Into Pond,

Richmond, Ind., March 11. Two
children were killed and a man wus
probably fatally Injured In a tornado
which hit Wayne county The
storm spent its force Just south of Hag
erstown, this county, where Ernewt
crstown. This county, where Harvey
Qray'e two children were killed when a
brick house was demolished.

Oro Smith, a farmer of that neigh
borhood, waa picked up by tho wind,
carried mo reel ana dropped into
pond. His back was broken and ha
probably will die. The damage In the
county la estimated at several thousand
dollara.

NAVY YARD IS MENACED,

Philadelphia Police Uncover Jrr-m- an

llynamlta Plot,
Philadelphia, March 11, Explosives

In sufficient quantity to blow up every
ship and building at the Philadelphia
Nuvy Yard and to wreck the dry dock

havo been shipped Into league Island
since diplomatic relations with Germany
were broken off, It waa learned

Two of the persons arrested In this
city yesterday were taken In connection
with this plot. The technical charge of
smuggling preferred against them was
made as the handiest expedient to pro-eur- o

a search warrant. With this au-

thority agents of the Department of
Justice searched from cellar to garret
last Friday the house occupied by Mr.
and Mrs. Adelbert Koertlng Fischer at

904 Wlssahlckon avenue, Qermantown.
In their home were found papers sent
to them from one or both of tho Gorman
converted crutsera now Interned at
League Island, the Prlnr. Rite! Frledrlch
and the Kronprinz wuneim.

It was definitely ascertained to-d-

that at leaet one of the German com-
mander la to be arrested, probably
wKBia ta neai iwenty-rou- r noura.

'BALANCE' HELD

DESPITE DEATH

Vacancy in House, Cuused
by Sulloway's Demise, to

Re Filled Soon.

DISTRICT IS REPUBLICAN'

New Hampshire's Governor
Expects to Act To-dn- y on

Special Election.

t
AVASlttKOTON-- , March 11. The death of

Ilcprexentattve Cyrus A. Sullowny,
of New Hampshire, at his hotel

here early y Is not expected to uf-fe- ct

the relatlvo strength of Democratic
and ltepifbllcan parties In the organiza-
tion of the next House.

The New Hampshire statute governing win iave nere 10the Ailing of a Congressional vacancy re-- 1 . , J "V
quires tho Governor to call a special!10 oc- - for Key
election "forthwith." and with a Itepub-llca- n

Uovernor it Is believed Mr. Hullo-way- 's

place will bo tilled before the extra
session convenes on April It. Hullo-way- 's

district 1m normally a rtrong Re-
publican constituency. With tho excep-
tion of the Sixty-thir- d Congress, when a
Republican split put a Democrat In, Mr.
Sulloway represented that district since
the Fifty-fourt- h Congress. His plurality
last November, when the State went
Democratic on the national ticket, wus
2,020.

Neither Democrats nor Republicans
seriously consider organising the next
House on temporary strength gained
through death of members, an It Is real-
ized that the filling of such vacancies
would upaet the balance of power and
ultimately force a reorganization. For
thli, reason the Republicans counted to
themselves no added strength aa the re-

sult of the death of Representative Conry
of New York and were perfectly willing
that the special election should be held
eaily enough to enable his successor to
tako his seat for tho extraordinary ses-
sion.

GOV. KEYES TO ACT.

Special Election Early In April I

Expected.
MAN'ciiESTEn, N. II.. March 11. Oov.

Henry W. Keye. Republican, said to-
night he expected to be able to Issue a
statement regarding n spe-
cial election In the First district to
chooso a successor to Representative
Bullowny, who died In Washington. The
Governor expressed deep sorrow at the
death of the veteran Congressman and
referred In glowing terms to the sen-Ic-

Mr. Sulloway had given the State for so
many yeatk

In political circles It was generally
expected the special election would be
held early In April to enable the new
Congressman to participate In the or-
ganization of the House for tho special
session of Congress April 10. Tho
Stato law does not provide for a primary
for special elections and tho nominations
will bs by caucus to lie authorized by
the Legislature, which Is now In seralon.

LENROOT IS OPPOSED.

lloTe Started In House ta Make
Glllett Fluor Leader.

Washington, March 11. A deter
mines! nttemot to defeat Representative
Irvln L. I,enroot of Wisconsin for floor
Ieador by putting up Representative
Frederick II. Glllett of .MaseachUMetts
will be made In the conference of House
Republicans before the convening of the
Sixty-fift- h Congress In extraordinary
session.

Assured of Republican support for
Representative) Mann for the Speaker- -
chip, a number of Northern and Eastern
members believe that they can hokl this
sunie support behind Glllett or somo
other Republican to defeat I.enroot. As
several votea for Mann will depend on a
reneral understanding that the floor

leadership Is to go to Lenroot aa the
representative of the big central group
of Republicans It Is doubtful If the plan.
will get far In the Republican conference,

Glllett Is rankln-- member on the Ap-

proprlatlona Committee. His qualities
for floor leadereulp aro unknown, al
though his prepared speeches alwaya
command respect and carry with them
senerally the support of hi party. He
Is Identified, however, with tho old line
Renubllcans who have resisted tena
clously any concession to the progressive
mitlment In the party.

Uenroot, on the other hand. Is recog-
nized as one of tho ablest, most ng--
gresslve and most resourceful floor
generals In the party. He has always
been Identified with the progressive Re-
publican group without, at the same
time, alienating completely the other
wing of the party.

PETROGRAD MOBS
AWED BY TROOPS

Military Commander, After
Food Demonstration!,

Warn Inhabitant!.

Lo:.-po.- March 11. A Reuter des-
patch from Petrograd says that owing
to disorders In recent days. Gen. Chav-alof- t,

commander of tho Petrograd dis-
trict, has Issued a proclamation forbld- -

i ding all assemblages In the streets and
I warning citizens that the troops .have

been authorized to use their arms to
preserve order In the capital.

The Petrograd newspapers are not ap-
pearing and the tramway service has
been suspended.

A bill has been proposed In the Duma
which would vest ln the municipal au-
thorities and town councils the authority
regarding provisioning which now rests
with the Ministry of Agriculture.

The difficulty experienced In buying
bread freely, coupled with the fear of a
permanent shortage prompted working
people to leave their places of employ-
ment and gather In various 'parts of the
city In protest against the situation.
These gatherings havo been confined to
sporadic street demonstrations which
were easily handled by the police and
military authorities. Detachment of
mounted troops are patrolling tha
streets.

Army Iavltra N. V. Doctors,
The Medical Officers' Reserve Corps

of the United Btatea army has recently
sent communications to a number of
prominent physicians and surgeons of
New York Inviting them to enlist In the
corps in the event of war, and every
effort I being made to bring tha mem-tjersh- lp

up to the strength required for
a large army.

6ERARDLEAVES

HAVANATO-DA- Y

Withdrawn Ambassador
Much Relieved at End

of Trip.

AHMED HIMSELF HEAVILY

Had Hint in Berlin Spanish
Ship alight Bo Held Up

or Torpedoed.

fctciat fable Dtivntcl. to Tiiz Svn
Havana, March 11. James W. d,

former Ambassador to Germany,
and his party arrived this morning from
Corunna, Spain, on board tho Spanish
steamship infanta Ysabel. Mr. Gerard

orrosv mornln? at
est, Fla., on bjard

the Ktcamshlp dovernor Cobb. He plans
to reach Washington on Wednesday.

An the sunnre gun at Castle Cabanas
saluted with a Jolting report the morn-
ing's first light and tho burning disk
began to play on the mints oulsldo
Havana harbor the black mass of thei
Infanta Yabel, twelve days from Co-
runna, fairly leaped Into the ludden
brilliant glow over the waters.

Flags broko out on Morro Castle even
while the light In O'Donnell Tower was
still darting flashen neaward. A launch
out beyond El Morro darted toward the
Infanta, curving so near that tho "watch-
ers aboard made out with perfect clear
ness tho faco and flguro of the
withdrawn Ambassador. There was an
expression on hla face that needed trans
lation Into no language. Kven the
Cuban boatmen undemood that it was
the expression of utter relief.

No man alive was ever gladder to get
home, and that la practically the only
statement or sentiment for which Mr.
Gerard consents to bo quoted. On every '
essential topic. Including his political ;

preferences, he refuses quotation und '
must continue so to do until I'reoident .

Wilson formally terminates his ambas-
sadorial status.

Xa Interview Needed.
But no direct quotation Is necessary In

order to make understandable his satis-
faction at being rid of aq Intolerable)
situation, rid of humiliations such as
never before were endured by an envoy
of the United States, and eafely out o,
perils which he believes were very real
and formidable. It requires no quotation
to understand tho depression he suf-
fered with the remainder of the embassy
tn Berlin when the nioet definite orders
came In code from Washington more
than two months ago that he must ad- - I

here to a policy that would show the
world that blame for war. If war came,
could not be laid to America.

So he wan left helpless while the
German officials, who believed there was
no lltr.lt whatever to American endur-
ance, treated the Ambassador of the
United State, rather more cavnllcrly
than they would have dared treat an
envoy from China. Tho end of the

endurance ramn flnallv when
Count Mongolea of the German Foreign
Office thrust at him the Prussian treaty
of 1799 and Invited him to sign a re
affirmation.

Mongoles knew as well as Gerard that
thn American Ambassador had no au-
thority In such circumstances. This
business was a sample of the scarcely
veiled Insolence with which he had hail ,

to contend for many days, and so, stand
Ing very close to Mongles, ho said dis-
tinctly :

you will freeze In hell before I nign
that paper."

...........r.,nv..lAe.. ntxtivr.,1 nt iten 11 vnaM..- - -

Yankee talk, attempted to renew the
argument. Mr. Gerard turned his back I

and walked out of the room, "here- -
upon the German oillclals, who by their
own procese of psychology hail come
to hate Mr. Oernrd moro than they hated
nny other sojourner In the empire, so
members of the embassy say, cut off his
telephone, prevented him from sending i

or receiving official messages ln code,
and threw all manner of petty hin-

drances ln his way.

Vlrtaatlr a Prisoner.
It all came down to this, that from

February 4. when the news was received
i

In Berlin that relations had been broken
off, until February lrt. when the Ameri-
can embassy and Individual Americans
were nennltted lo leave Berlin, the
American Ambassador was virtually
prisoner.

Those wero anxious days at the em- -
bassy. The wildest of rumors as to the
AmarlMii irontment of Count von Bern -
storff and of mob violence toward Oer -

mans were current In Berlin and agitat-
ing the German officials and people.
It waa not until tho most explicit official
assuraneas wevo received by the Ger-
man Government that Von Bernstorff was
not merely safe but had been treated
most politely and that all Germans In the
United States were as safe as formerly
that tension was relaxed and the ex-
cuses made for delaying Mr. Gerard's
passports wero abandoned

There were anxious days because of
the fear of what sea travel might hold.
It Is a fact that one of the most prom-

inent officials In Germany, n man con
versant with the most Intimate Govern-
ment plans, as Mr. Gerard well know,
advised him not to sail on the Spanish
steamship; warned Mr. Gerard that the
new submarine decree excepted no na-

tion whose ships might sail Into tho
proscribed zone, and assured the Am-
bassador, for whom he had a personal
liking, that his life would be In grave
danger.

Ronabt Anas for Himself.
The warning was taken at Its face

value. The American Ambassador then
did something that American Ambassa-
dors probably have not had to do In the
country's whole history. Following the
Interview with the German official, he
bought rifles nnd revolvers nnd made
up his mind lo ue them If the Tnfantii
Ysabel was attacked by a submarine or
If an attempt was made to tako him off
the ship. Both possibilities were strongly
considered. Those persons most closely
associated with him tnorouaniy under
r..7. j t.l. K.,.,1 . I,"".ll.'X1,; ; Tr,:on the from a source In
Berlin.

All of this may sound melodramatic,
but there was no melodramatic sugges.
tlon In the minds of Mr. Oernrd and hla
suite when they provided themselves
with high power rifles and made up their
minds to use them. That was exactly
the measure of how seriously they re-

garded the Immediate future between
Corunna and Capo Flnlsterre on the In-

fanta Ysabel.
Eighteen hundred persons, nearly

1,700 of whom were Spanish emigrants

Coitf(n1 aa Ircoad rMpe.
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4,441,200 DEAD,

ISTOLLOFWAR

Authoritative List Puts Total
Ten

Million Men.

Washington, March 11. than
ten million men nre recorded as killed,
wounued, captured or missing In the
European war In first complete tab-
ulation of official and authenticated
semi-offici- al reports received here,

Among the military proper, 4,441,;00
nro repotted dead: .',503,500 wounded
unit ;,5C4,.iOO captured and missing.
Among cHlllans, especially on tho Rus
sian ami nnd In Armenia,

400,000 are figured as either
ueait or wounded through the war.

figures are admittedly onlv an
proximate nnd In some Instances neces-
sarily several weeks old. nre not
called In any sen.'e, tmt arc
to give a rainy picture of the
war's results. They depend for their
accuracy first on the reports of
the .annus DclligerentK, which are cer

minimum figures, nnd then on a
careful rechecklng with all available au- -
memm muKiiiuiiun.

I.nte-nt- Losses Higher,
Thn Entente's are given as

s.Jis.tOO. as against 3.3S4.S0O for tho
Central Ono for tho
great discrepancy between the two Is
believed to be the relative unoretiared- -
ness of thy Kntentc. thn disastrous re-
treats In France at tho beginning of thn

in Russia from the Mazurlan
ami the Carpathian', and In Rumania.

Tlio Ihitente's death total la S.vf'O.tOO,
against 1.55O.S0O for the Central

the IJntnte's wounded total
l.i'.M.IOO, acalnsl !'2:,000 for thir en-
emies, and their captured missing
l.flr.L'.of'O. ng.iinu f'lJ.Oiift for the Cen-
tral Kmplien These figures are based
upon the assumption that In Germany 90
per cent, nf the total wounded return
to tho front and SO per cent. In all the
other countries,

Russia Is Infinitely tho heaviest loser
o far, with a total of 3,084.200

inon. The bulk of these losses occurred..... ., ...
in mo .o. iui irtu uiHiiKier nnu in"
tw0 retreats from the Carpathians, when

taken by the tens of thou- -
Kinds. Moreover, lack of rommunlca.
tin,,., and hospital facilities made
he deMIl rate In extraordinarily

The Russian dead total 1,1 500.000.

uneland's total falls far below, helnr
nbnut one-thir- d France's and one. sixth
I?iic6.i'c riYiInt? nf fo l.ee lntA
sending of a continental army. From
now on, however, leescs aro expected
to Keep i.iirij tquai 10 inose or tne
French, who have seriously tha drain
of England's total comes to

with 203.100 dead, .10:'. 300
wounded and lfl7,50 captured and niiss-li.- g.

Rumania Ins ot half million men.
ller dead aio nlven aa 100,000,
wounded lis 130,000, and her captured
and missing about 230,000.

Itnlv has been raved extreme
casualties through the Innosslblllty of
open operations on her
frontier. Her total reaches 209,000, In-

cluding 103,000 49,000 wounded
and 55,000 captured and missing.

Hrlaluiu Una I.oat 112,000.
Belgium's casualties como to 112,000,

with SO, 000 dead, wounded and
captured nnd missing.

Sorliia'H dead come to and her
wounded to 2S.000, making a of

with tlio number of missing and
inptured but unknown.

Germany, among Central Empires,

Continued on
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WILSON RUSHES

NAYY'SWORKOF

ARMING SHIPS

Currying Out of His Plans
Is Proceeding Day

and Night.

NEW WARNING BY

KAISER REPORTED

American Gun (.'rows Will
Not Be Hampered by

Special Orders.

PROTECTION OF FLAG '

TO BE GUIDING RULE

Vessel's Master Will Have
No Control Over Naval

Gunners.

Washinotos--, March 11. Whllu rts

were current hero y that
tho German Kmporor would, Usue a
final nnd solemn warning to tho United
States against defying tho Imperial
barred zone decree, President Wilson
directed that the Navy Department
proceed at once with all nrrungcmonM
for the arming of American merchant-
men and the detail of expert navy
gunners.

The work of making the President's)
orders operative proceeded In expedi-
tious and clocklike fns'hlon throughout
the day and well Into the night. There
was a bright light burning In thn olllce
of Admiral Benson, chief of operations
and president of the General Board.
and across the Navy Department cor
ridor were offlcera und men constantly
on duty In tho olllces which havo
charge of gunners and enlisted men In
the service.

The guns arc rendy at the navy;
yards, but the detail of the gunners
and the warrant or commissioned off
cera to command the gun crews ta a
problem which requires much worai
and careful consideration. The orders
under which these olllcers will act
have been drawn up tentatively nnd
show that President Wilson Is placing
his trust and the trust of tho country
ln the navy.

Protection of I'lng.
There tins been no necessity for order-

ing the commissioned or warrant olllcers
ln command of the guns to conform to
Riieclal rules drawn up for the ocAslon.
The guiding rulo Is to bo the protection
of the American flag from lawle&s attack.
and tne actual means unicli aro em-
ployer! v. Ill he largely left to tho discre-
tion of the men In command of cun3. It
has been found Impossible to do other- -

Ise.
But a carefu'.ly prejured outline of

thin Government's tual position with
tej.peet to l Jernian v and the President's
Insistence thnt this Government'! action
he in everv ra"e In .r.forml i with Its
recognized rlglne and obligations under
. . ... .. .... ... . . .
iniernnuonai inw vvui no nacru at tne
disposal of the men who are to piotect
this countt j rights

There are to be no orders from the
Government to mnstens of American
ships. The protection of lhee vessels
1W IU or iiu1 111 l.'l. l.lir III OlOLriTI
and men nf the I'nlted Plates navy, who
will be responsible to the Government
and will naturally not he subject to
civilian oidtrs so far as operating tlio
guns Is concerned The navy inen will
have nothing to do wiMi tho n.i
or command of the efsel, but win havo
everMhlng to do with the
measures against 111 t.ie wat
rone Conversely the c'v'li.tn master
nil' have nothing to rtn with t ie opera-
tion of tne jun neilnt-- t

In the case .1' lie vtfselH sjrli n"
liners It is .'(lit .s eii'iio 'r 't a commis-
sioned officer will be in command of the
gun crew. In "tier eases It will bo a
warrant officer. In all cases tho gun-

ners or gunners mates w.U be nupon-itil- e

to naval authority on tlio ppot
which In turn will be responsible to the
Navy Department,

Nn Assumption of Wiir.
There Is to be no assumption on the

part nf tho navy men tha' this Govern-
ment Is st war with any nation or has
any Intention of using thn gunners un-

less nbsnluto necessity compels it as a
means of saving lives and property
against lawless attack. The ship's
peaceable character as a commerce car-

rier Is lo remain the same, and the only
oble.'t is to carrv out her port to port
call. There Is lo be the strictest njunc.
tlon against seeking out German sub-
marines or Imposing nny penalty on the
men for failure to locate a I' lmat, and
no prize or reward will bo, offered for
success In attacking a submarine Every
mivins of avoiding a clash Is to l.e taken.
In a broad tene the guns are orly to be
fired In case the vessel is atta.'He.i

But tho naval oftlcer in ummand Is
to be the Judge of what ennm'tutes an
attack or the placing of t'.e vessel In
Jeopardy. He is not to be ordered to
fire on sight of a German s.i. marine In
tho war zone, because such a" order Is
regarded as unnecessarv He knows, oi-

ls presumed to know, that the meeting
of a German in the barred zone
Implies attack on the vessel, and In IM
connection (Secretary I..inmg has ruled
that the officer has tho i.ght to flro on
Bight at the submarine.

Every officer In tlio navy declares that
the only hojio of protection lln in Im-

mediately using tho defence guns, and It
Is for this reason, anl not because of
any hostile Intent, that tho guns on the
merchant ship wilt be brought Into play
Immediately at tho first sight of a tier-ma- n

In tho baried zone. The all
important point Is time. Ordii-inc- ex-

perts said y that It nftin t.ikvs sev-
eral shells to put a out of com-
mission. Tho problem Is to strike
quickly before the torpedo can bo sent
on Its instructive mission.

It was learned y that Secretary
Ijinslng's contention that Aoieil.an mer-

chantmen have the right to lire on sight
has been argued pro and con lo rrcut
Cabinet meetings, but t.ow has tin full


